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From starting a drama group to surviving the opening night – this step-by-step guide 

is an essential introduction to the art of stagecraft and amateur theatrical 

production.  

 

Packed with practical ideas and easy-to-follow advice, it is an invaluable one-stop 

resource for individuals and groups and for amateur stage enthusiasts and students 

alike. Sections include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Additional sections deal with special concerns and interests: producing plays in 

the open air; schools productions; producing plays with non-English speakers; 

expatriate productions; plays without scripts; and producing Shakespeare and 

Brecht. 

 

Also available to download online are handy rehearsal schedule 

templates, prop lists, audition schedules and more.  

www.kamerabooks.com/downloads/plays 

 

Note to editors: Free material from the book is available to use with permission. 

Stock is also available for reader competitions and promotions. 

 

About the author: Dr. David Carter teaches at Yonsei University, Seoul. He has 

published books on drama, literature, psychoanalysis and film history and is also a 

freelance journalist and translator. He has recently published translations of George 

Simenon’s Three Crimes and Honore de Balzac’s Sarrasine. David has more than 30 

years experience with amateur drama, as actor, director and for many years as 

chairman of a leading group in the South of England. 
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Creative Essentials is a new 

series of accessible how-to 

guides written by experts in 

their field. They include case 

studies and in-depth analysis, 

practical advice, interviews with 

key creatives and resource 

guides to funding bodies, 

distribution outlets and available 

courses. Additional material 

includes templates, checklists, 

sample schedules and forms. 

 

 

• Starting & financing a drama group 

• Organising and attracting members 

• Choosing a play and a director 

• Auditions and casting 

• Stage management, lighting and 

sound 

• Costume, props and prompting 

• Music and choreography 

• Designing and building set 

• Rehearsing and rehearsal 

schedules 

• Actors’ games and exercises  

• Advertising and publicity 

• The opening night and first run 

For an interview with the author or more information please contact Chris Burrows PR 

Telephone: 0161 445 6635 / 07738903955 / chris-burrows@o2.co.uk 


